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Foundation Stage 
   Expressive Art and Design - Art 

Nursery  

 

 

Learning Statements: Taken from DfE Development Matters 2021 
EYFS Statutory Educational Programme: 
‘The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is 
important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with 
a wide range of media and materials’. 

3 and 4-year-olds will be learning to: 
• Join different materials and explore different textures.  
• Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them. 
• Explore colour and colour mixing. 
• Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle and 

including details. 
Children in Reception will be learning to: 

• Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 
 

 

Core Vocabulary  

• Paint 

• Draw 

• Colour 

• Rub 

• Print 

• Feel 

• Material 

• Picasso 
 

Learning Opportunities 

• Seaside paintings 

• Exploring colour mixing using  

warm colours 

• Choosing colours for a purpose 

• Seaside collages and textures  

including sand. 

• Sea shell rubbings 

• Bubble prints in the water. 

• Picasso paintings 

 

 

Children’s Interests: 
 
Examples of children’s 
interest to support these 
objectives and themes could 
include: 

• Summer 

• Mermaids and boats 

•  
 

Yearly events during the 
term that support themes: 

• Summer 

• Summer holidays 

• Summer solstice 

Themes covered during the term: 
• Painting 

• Drawing 

• Collage 

• Rubbings  

• Fine motor skills 

• Artist Study: Picasso 

Continuous Provision:  
Equipment and resources continuously 
available to support Art:  

• Indoor Painting area / outdoor 
painting area 

• Outdoor painting equipment 

• Creative area – colours, materials 
and media available daily 

 


